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Mr. George Smith, at his house in Gloucester Place, Hyde Park. "I see/' said Thackeray, "I see there are only a certain number of regular cabs upon the stand, and whether they are bad or good, rickety or otherwise, we must make the best of them/'
Still, things might easily have been worse, for Anthony Trollope, Robert Bell, G. A. Sala, E. F. Dallas, Jacob Omnium, James Hannay, John Oxenford, G. H. Lewes, General Burgoyne, Frederick Greenwood, and John Hollingshead, with Sykes, who designed the cover, and Millais for artists formed the original staff; while amongst occasional contributors during Thackeray's editorship were Tennyson, Monckton Milnes, Lever, Dr. W. H. Russell, Herman Merivale, Mrs. Gas-kell, Mrs. Browning, F. Locker-Lampson, the late Lord Lytton, Mrs. Beecher Stowe, Adelaide Procter, Matthew Arnold, Ruskin, Fitzjames Stephen, and Miss Thackeray (now Mrs. Ritchie).
Anthony Trollope has insisted, with really quite unnecessary vehemence, that "a man so susceptible, so prone to work by fits and starts, so unmethodical, could not have been a good editor." It is difficult to speak with certainty of the character of a man, but it is comparatively easy to discuss the quality of an editor, since he leaves his records for all the world to examine.
Let us look at the contents of the first number of the Cornhill Magazine. First comes Anthony Trollope's Framley Parsonage. This is followed by a paper on The Chinese and Outer Barbarians, by Sir John Bowring, and G. H. Lewes's Studies in Animal Life. Then there is an Inauguration Ode, dedicated to the Author of Vanity Fair, by " Father Prout" [Rev. F. Mahony]; and after this, A Man of Letters of the Last Generation,